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REMARKS 


The applicant has amended claim 1 and cancelled claim 4 to clarify that 


the phage display library Is derived from llama antibodies derived from a non- 
rmmunized llama. 

The cited reference of Casterman (WO 94/04678) teaches ^immunized" 
VHH libraries not naive VHH libraries. It would not be obvious to produce naive 
VHH libraries of the type claimed herein based on the cited art. For example, it 
Is known that in the Immune system naive antibodies are in the form of IgM 
' whereas ''immunized" antibodies are in the forni of IgGs. Thus, naive libraries 
would genefBlly be constructed from IgM genes using IgM-speclfic primers, 
whereas immunized libraries are generally constructed from IgG genes using 
IgG-specific primers. In the case of heavy-chain antibodies (i.e. VHH) it is 
l<nown that immunized VHHs in the body are in the context of IgGs, but the 
origin of naive VHHs or whether or not VHH IgMs exists was not known. It was 
in fact surprising that the naive library claimed herein was able to be 
constructed as it was. 

Thus, the applicant submits that claim Groups 1, 2, and 3 share a 
common technical feature, and should therefore be examined together. 


I hereby certify that this paper is being facsimile transmitted to the Patent and 
Trademartc Office on the date sliown below. 


Respectfully submitted. 



Margarep^!6kay 
Patent^ent for Applicant 
Regn No: 52,519 


:sta 

Tel: 613-991-6853 


CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 



10 


PAGE 11/13 ' RCVD AT 3/22/2004 3:32:12 PM [Eastern Standard Time]' SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/12 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:613 952 6082 ' DURATION (inm-ss):Q4-20 


